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principal offenders being punished. It was this incident
that caused him to take the necessary reforms in hand,
and he at once commenced with the corps in question
The brigade thus remodelled consisted of two battalions
numbering nearly 2,000 men, together with a train of one
24-pounder, four 6-pounders, and two 5j-pounder howit-
zers. This force came to be styled the Russell Brigade, and
was permitted to purchase ammunition and stores from
the Company's arsenal at Secunderabad. Arrangements-
were also made by the Resident for regular payment of
these troops from the peshkash, amounting to nine lakhs
of rupees a year, which it will be remembered was paid
by the British to the Nizam for the Northern Circars.
This Russell Brigade formed the foundation of what has
been subsequently known as the Hyderabad Contingent.
In the meantime, a large banking house had been
formed in Hyderabad by Mr. William Palmer, who had
retired from the Nizam's service in 1810. Mr. William
Palmer was a gentleman of mixed blood, whose father,
General Palmer, was for a long time Resident at the
Court of Scindia and married a Mahommedan Begum.
From this union there were three sons, one being Mr.
George Palmer, who was a wealthy merchant and banker
at Calcutta, and the others William and Hastings Palmer,
who settled at Hyderabad. They took as partners a
Mr. Samuel Russell (of the same name but no relation
to the Resident), a native sowcar named Bankadi Das and
Mr. William Cunie, who though he held the appointment
of Residency Surgeon, was, under the regulations then in
force, allowed to embark in private trade. Subsequently,
the firm took, as another partner, Sir William Rumbold,
who had come out with the Governor-General, Lord
Moira, better known as the Marquis of Hastings, and
married a ward of that nobleman. Sir William Rumbold